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of events in Baghdad and 'Iraq after 643 125O down to 700/13O1.
with continual references to Jews and Jewish affairs. Should it
be assumed that "Eli b. Zakhariyya was the last Gaon ? That,
however, would contradict the fact that Hebrew sources tell us
of a Gaon named Samuel b. Daniel in Baghdad in the year 1288.
'Eli b. Zakhariyya 's term of office coincides with one of the
liveliest epochs in the history of Babylonian Jewry. The irruption
of the Mongols, the fall of Baghdad, and the collapse of the
'Abbasid Caliphs occurred during his office. In the changes
wrought by the new domination of the Mongols, one of the results
was that the concept of the ahl adh-Dhimma lost its meaning.
The appointment of a Gaon may have become a purely internal
afiair of the Jewish community. That naturally would no longer
interest the Arabic chronicler, who had apparently registered the
nomination of Gaonim because this was an administrative act
illuminating the relationship between the c" protected people "
and Islam.
Together with the information regarding the Gaonim, the
two Arabic chroniclers furnish us with some details of other
outstanding personalities in Baghdad Jewry during tbe thirteenth
century.
6.    Abu   Tahir   b.   Shibr   (j.2 ^^f^ _•>!)
" Abu Tahir b. Shibr, Jahbadh (JL^f-) of the Dlwan al-4Azlz,
was chief of the Jews Oj*^ (j«J^)» an^ died at the end of
the month of Ramadan in the year 601 /1204-5. He was brought
to Mount at-Tiir (the Mount of Olives at Jerusalem) and buried
there,"
Ibn as-Sa'i, pp. 162-3.
" In the same year died also Abu Ghalib b. Abi Tahir b. Shibr,
the Jew, an official of the Mint (^^afi j>\*)*"
Ibn as-Sa'i, p. 166.
This is the first intimation of the presence of these Jewish
officials in the financial administration of Baghdad at that time.
The death of both father and son in the same year is somewhat
remarkable. Of. al-Harizi, chap. 46.

